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CHAPTER 7

The Capital at War

SUMMARY

The Civil War changed the capital as no event had done since
the government had moved to Washington in 1800. Immediately
following the election of Abraham Lincoln as president in 1860,
southern states began to secede from the Union. When President
Lincoln moved to aid federal troops at Fort Sumter in the spring
of 1861, fighting began. When Virginia left the Union to join the
new southern Confederacy, Washington was dangerously exposed
to attack. The capital itself was sharply divided between residents
who sympathized with southern “rebels” and those who remained
loyal to the United States. Many southern sympathizers moved
their families out of the city, while some southerners stayed and
served as spies for the Confederates. In the Civil War’s first battle
at Bull Run, about 30 miles west of Washington, the overconfident
federal forces suffered a major defeat.

Following Bull Run, the capital settled down for a long, tough
contest of arms. Washington became the center of a national war
effort. The most obvious change was that the streets were filled
with troops. Thousands of unseasoned soldiers camped at sites
scattered around the city’s outskirts. Support facilities of all kinds,
including hospitals, armories, quartermaster and transportation
depots, and other installations, appeared in many parts of Wash-
ington. Because of the capital’s dangerous location, an elaborate
ring of forts had to be constructed around it. Thousands of men
toiled for many months, hacking out a network of trenches, earth-
works, and artillery placements around the city. The hectic pace of
Wwartime activity was unfamiliar to Washington. People worked
hard and took their recreation with gusto. Saloons, gambling par-
lors, and sporting houses flourished.

The war brought dramatic changes in the city’s population.
Thousands of northerners swept into Washington to work in gov-
frnment offices, relief agencies, and temporary industrial sites.
From the other direction—the south—came thousands of black
People, refugees from the war, who had left the plantations. At the
War's height, the population in Washington was probably 140,000,

Main Ideas in This Chapter

1. The Civil War changed the capital as
no event had done since the government
had moved there in 1800.

2. Washington'was dangerously exposed
to attack from the new southern Confeder-
acy.

3. The capital was sharply divided be-
tween residents who sympathized with
southern “rebels” and those who remained
loyal to the United States.

4. As the center of a national war effort,
Washington was filled with soldiers and war
related activities.

5. The war brought dramatic changes in
the city’s population, causing a strain on

public services.
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138 UNIT II FROM CIVIL WAR TOWN TO MODERN CITY

o How was the city of Washington affected by the threat
of a civil war?

\dr

luri

or more than double the figures of 186(5. Overcrowding was unb,
lievable, straining all public services to the breaking point. The go
ernment’s new aqueduct and water-supply systefn were put-
good use, but sanitation was totally inadequate. Other services ar
physical resources of the city could not meet the demands mac
on them. Straining to meet both military and civilian needs, t}

government staggered into the war’s last year.

1. The Coming of the War

Abraham Lincoln and Secession

Washington has always been two cities—the federal city and tl
local city where residents live, work, and play. Before 1860, tl
federal government played an important role in Washington b
did not ordinarily take an active role in local affairs. The Civil W
changed all that. From the time of Abraham Lincoln’s inaugur
tion in 1861 until after his assassination in 1865, the functions
the nation’s capital outweighed local concerns.

The war had been brewing for years. What set off the crisis w
Lincoln’s election as president after a hotly contested campaig
Some southern states seceded from the Union even before Li
coln arrived in Washington for his inauguration.

In February 1861 a peace conference met at the Willard Hor
near the White House. From 21 states came 132 delegatestot
and preserve the fragile Union. But it was too late.

While Washington awaited Lincoln’s arrival, there were yumc
of plots to kidnap the president-elect or ﬁrevent his inauguratic
Local militia companies organized and drilled, but it was uncerte
which of these citizen-volunteers could be trusted to defend t
new president and the government. Several companies of regu.
army men were ordered to Washington for the city’s protectic
Federal troops soon filled the few spaces available to them int
city. New barracks and stables were thrown up to house them
Capitol Hill and near the War Department off 17th Street.

Meanwhile, as these new arrivals galloped their horses up a
down Pennsylvania Avenue, some residents made hasty prepal
tions to leave the city. Many southern congressmen, governms
workers, and members of wealthy families closed their hous
loaded their belongings on wagons, and set out for the steambo

that would take them down the Potomac River. Among the m(

prominent people who went south were a former mayor of Wat
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ington, Walter Lenox; who joined the Confederacy as a civilian
employee, and a physician, Dr. Cornelius Boyle, who headed the
National Volunteers, an organization of wealthy Democratic prop-
erty owners. A rich Washington banker, W. W. Corcoran, left the
country and lived in London until the end of the Civil War.
Abraham Lincoln was inaugurated as president on March 4,
1861, without trouble, but threats and rumors continued. The new
Confederate government in the South was preparing for war and
had enlisted many high-ranking army and navy officers of the
Union in the southern cause. Citizens of the District of Columbia
Were sworn into jobs of protecting the approaches to Washington.
Each night these men guarded the federal buildings, the Navy
Yard, and the bridges over the Potomac River and Rock Creek.
After the Confederate bombardment of Fort Sumter in the har-
bor of Charleston, South Carolina, President Lincoln issued a call
for 75,000 volunteers. Virginia quickly joined the Confederacy,
and by May 8 the capital of the rebel government was located in

Detail of a map by A. Boschke of the District of
Columbia, 1856-1859

e Locate the boundaries of Washington City. The dark-
ened areas show the extent of seftlement. The patterned
areas outside the city represent forests.

o Was all of the city populated?

® Where did most of the people live?

* What brought people to those areas?

e What was the rest of the District of Columbia like?
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Independence Avenue and 12th Street, NW, in 1863 (fop) and Maine Avenue
in 1865 (bottom)

e Describe the impression you get of Civil War Washington from these two pic-
tures of the city.
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Richmond. Now the enemy was just across the Potomac River. Lin-

coln urged Colonel Robert E. Lee to take command of the Union
armies. Although opposed to secession, Lee wrote: “I have been
unable to make up my mind to raise my hand against my native
state, my relatives, my children and my home.” He resigned his
commission in the U.S. Army and assumed command of the Con-
federate forces.

After Virginia withdrew from the Union in April 1861, people
wondered whether Maryland would follow. Maryland’s secession
would have isolated the capital and put it in a hopeless position.
Fortunately, Maryland’s governor refused to call a special session

of the state legislature for fear it would pass a secession law.

A Divided City

One of the most disturbing and potentially dangerous problems
facing Washington was the question of its citizens’ loyalty should
war come. Many prominent families had southern roots and were
openly sympathetic to the seceding states. Gentlemen expressed
their sentiments by “showing their colors"—wearing knots of col-
ored ribbon called cockades indicating federal or Confederate sym-
pathy. People favoring the South became known scornfully as
“secesh.” Some leading Washingtonians predicted that a majority
of the city’s people would side with the seceding states.

The loyalty issue affected two elements of the community in

particular: the militia and people employed by the federal govern-

In April 1861, one month after Abraham Lincoln was
sworn in to serve as president, the first District of
Columbia volunteers were sworn in to serve the city.

» Why were some people asked to take a loyalty oath?
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The Chain Bridge, over the Potomac, connected
Washington and Northern Virginia. Washingtonians
feared that Confederate troops would cross the bridge
and invade the city.

ment. When it appeared that Washington’s militia might

defend the city, a northern man, Charles Stone, was appoil
colonel of the six militia companies. Early in 1861 Colonel St
discovered that many militia officers and men would not take
oath of allegiance to the Union. Some officers and men resig
when asked to take the oath. To fill the militia’s depleting ra
Colonel Stone recruited vigorously until he had some 2,000]

men under his command.
Roughly 400 to 600 men from the District of Columbia se

with the Confederate armed services. Many of these qu
became officers and administrators of the enemy forces. £
Washington families were divided in their loyalties. Several pr
nent federal employees had sons serving with the Confeder
and in a few District families, sons fought on both sides. For’
unhappy people, the war was indeed a case of brother ag
brother.

Because of its divided loyalties, Washington gained a repul
as being a southern outpost. Congress instituted strict loyalty
for all federal and local government employees in 1861.
Washington official, Mayor James Berret, was imprisonet
removed from office for refusing to swear allegiance to the L
Several hundred federal workers were dismissed from their
tions for the same reasons. In 1862 Congress required Washi

voters to take loyalty oaths if challenged at the polls or los¢

right to vote.
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Wwashingtonians working as Confederate spies were active in the
divided city. Throughout the war they passed secrets about federal
pattle plans to the nearby Confederates through networks of
informers. By far the most effective of these spies was Rose Green-
how, a distinguished and popular widow who lived near the White
Housé. As an intimate friend of several leading senators and other
high officials, and as a lady of great charm, Rose Greenhow could
easily secure information of a most sensitive nature about Union
troop movements. By sending details about the federal plans to
attack the Confederates in Fairfax County in 1861, she helped
bring about the Union’s first military defeat. With Mrs. Greenhow
and other spies in action, few war secrets were safe from enemy

knowledge.

The Capital in Danger

Several weeks of calm followed Lincoln’s inauguration; then
came Fort Sumter’s bombardment and surrender. Lincoln issued a
call for 75,000 militia from the states. Generous responses came
from 16 northern states, but the border states coldly refused to
supply troops. Washingtonians wondered whether, if attacked,

their city could be defended. The capital’s only protection was Old

' Fort Washington, 12 miles below the city on the Potomac River.

At Baltimore, mobs supporting the Confederacy threw stones and
shot at troops sent by train from Massachusetts to reinforce the
capital. Four soldiers died and thirty-one were wounded in the
incident, and several civilians were killed. Once the exhausted
Massachusetts regiment arrived to welcomes from cheering
onlookers, they moved immediately to the U.S. Capitol, where
they camped in the Senate chamber.

Refugees poured out of Washington, some going north and
some going south. The city took on the appearance of a place

under siege. Shops were closed; houses, boarded up. The big hotels

~ were deserted as the city waited for news and troops from the

nonh. The main force for the capital’s defense consisted of compa-
nies of governments clerks, companies of aged veterans of earlier

Wars, and companies of Irish and German laborers. Plans were

- Made to house the president and his cabinet in the Treasury build-

Ing at 15th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue. The building’s
Ehtrances were barricaded, sandbags were piled around it, and
Water and flour were stored in the basement.

In Baltimore a mob seized the telegraph office, cutting off Wash-

# Air—Trishman's Shanty—by Albert F. Dawson,

.
& Did you ever gn intosthe southern dominions,
= It is there you will find the traitors by millions;
£ At their head it is Davis at their foot it is Floyd,
¥ Ready to march on to Washington with the firat
word, T
. But they'll soen be cut short.

" There is Beauregard too and Stephens is helping,
¥ Mo fotch in the white house their dirty secession;
% But before they get there the Potomac they cross &
% And as surc s they try it ’tis certain their lost, i

2 f:uz they better keep still.

' We have plenty of men and down south they are
stationed, . : !
48 To'stand by their Flag and save theirsweet nation %
% The moment they see the traitors head column, ;
& They'll bombshell them back with mortars and
on.
*  And lord how they’ll run.
E 2 : 1o
o are traitors in swarms right here in the city
nmmui:t keep there mouths shut or we'll play
3 them a dittys; :
S8 We will putthemin ir‘:;-kmdnd_:gg Iﬁn{'_e m:tcmi‘orr: F.
% Andwe'll make them afnyette fo %
4 " Then huaprr:h for the Union. ]

Almost every war has produced patriotic songs.

o What did the writer of this song think about traitors
to the Union? ’

o What other Civil War songs do you know?

s Why did Washingtonians wonder if the city could be
defended?

e Where did troops come from?
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ROSE O’'NEAL GREENHOW

This excerpt is from the book Reveille i1 Washington
by Margaret Leech (New York: Harper Brothers,
1941).

o After reading this description of the activities and arrest of
the Southern spy Rose O'Neal Greenhow, write an entry for
Mrs. Greenhow's diary.

It was not hard to travel between Washington and
the enemy lines. There were plenty of people along
the Potomac who were glad to serve as . . . ferrymen.
The most important of these was the elegant widow,
Mrs. Rose O’Neal Greenhow. . . . (She) was regarded
as a person of influence. . . .

After the outbreak of hostilities, Mrs. Greenhow’s
Southern sympathies had not prevented her enj oying
the society of Union officers. She was not estranged
from her friends among Republican leaders. . . .

Mrs. Greenhow later avowed that her relations
with the Republicans had been prompted by a desire
to learn their plans, in order to make herself useful to
the South. “To this end I employed every capacity
with which God had endowed me,” she wrote, “and
the result was far more successful than my hopes
could have flattered me to expect.”

Because of the recent death of one of her daugh-
ters, Mrs. Greenhow was not going out in society that
spring and summer; but she continued, as usual, to
receive her good friends. She entertained callow aides
and clerks, who blabbed the Government’s secrets in
her sympathetic ear; and conferred with the Washing-
ton secessionists, many of whom, in spite of Republi-
can replacements, still remained in the executive
departments. Among the items which Mrs. Greenhow

claimed that she forwarded to the Confederates was
the map used by the Senate Committee on Military
Affairs, with red dotted lines showing the proposed
route to Manassas.

Suspicion fell on Mrs. Greenhow almost at once,
and on the sultry morning of August 23—five months
before her removal to the Old Capitol—she took her

Rose Greenhow and her daughter. Rose Greenhow was
imprisoned in the Old Capitol Prison on Capitol Hill after
she was arrested as a Confederate spy-

last promenade in Washington. She had been warned.
She knew that she was being watched and followed.
On her walk, she was joined by “a distinguished mem-
ber of the diplomatic corps,” and it was not until she
reached her door that two men stepped forward, with
some mumble of verbal authority, to arrest her. . . .

The house was filled with men. Downstairs, in the
parlors divided by a red gauze, Mrs. Greenhow cooly
waited while the detectives searched beds, drawers
and wardrobes, tumbled out soiled clothes and ran-
sacked the papers in her library. All was quietly done
in the hope that, if no alarm were raised, some accom-
plices might call. But little Rose ran out to climb a tree
in the garden and shout to the passers-by, “Mother
has been arrested!” Detectives issued from the house,
and dragged the eight-year old rebel from the trees, in
tears. In spite of her warning, a number of Confeder-
ate sympathizers presented themselves, and were
promptly taken into custody.
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ington’s communications with the north. Marylanders also pre-

vented rail traffic from operating on the lines north of Baltimore,

so that troops could not be transported to defend Washington.

Each day people anxiously waited at the railroad depot for rein-

forcements, and each day they were disappointed. Rumors circu-

lated that an army was gathering in Virginia to invade the city.

For six days the capital waited, isolated. Finally a train jammed

with soldiers arrived unannounced. It was the Seventh New York

Regiment, which had come by way of Annapolis, repairing a bro-

e
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A letter from a government clerk describing the arrival of the
Sixth Massachusetts Regiment:

While T am writing the Sixth Massachusetts regiment is
marching by my window in full uniform and fully armed. It is an
imposing sight. There are one thousand of them. This is the regi-
ment that had the fight in Baltimore on their way to this place. I
forgot to tell you that the U.S. government have taken possession
of the rail road between here and Annapolis so that hereafter

there will be no difficulty in getting troops from there. They
- came to that place by water.

Tell father I want him to, write me and tell me how he suc-

g ~ ceeded in getting in the wheat. I fear he has had to work very

* hard and wish I could have been there to help him. But that

- could not under the circumstances be and I hope to be able to so
- arrange it before many years that he will not have to work. I

- Wwish I was able to send some money but I am afraid I will not be
":‘- able to send much of my first month’s salary. I have had to get

- credit for some clothing and different things which will take a

- good part of it.

A R R

Troops from New York arriving at the Baltimore
and Ohio depot. During the Civil War, Washington
became an armed camp, and northern soldiers
defended the city from invasion by Confederate
troops.
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THE FIRE ZOUAVES

The soldiers of one regiment, the Fire
Zouaves, were well known for their lack of
discipline. Recruited from the volunteer fire
companies of New York City, they got their
name from their colorful Turkish style uni-
forms. When they arrived in Washington,
the Fire Zouaves were housed in the House
chamber of the Capitol building, where rep-
resentatives normally met. After disrupting
the life of the city for a week, the Fire
Zouaves had a chance to put their daring to
good use.

When the alarm was sounded for a fire in

T L T T ~ e

B L T 3

i a Pennsylvania Avenue tailor shop, the regi-
i ment burst from the Capitol, dashed down
{ the Avenue, broke into the firehouse, and
i dragged fire hoses across the street. The
f gathering crowds saw a demonstration of
firefighting unlike anything they had seen
before. The fire threatened the Willard Hotel,
which stood next to the tailor shop. The Fire
Zouaves climbed on a burning roof, in and
out of windows, and formed human ladders
to pass up buckets of water. Even though the
. tailor shop was destroyed, the Fire Zouaves
| saved one of Washington’s principal hotels
and became heroes.

» Write an article for a New York paper using the
headline “The Fire Zouaves Do Their City Proud.”

NEW YORK, SATURDAY, MAY %, 1801,

WILLARD'S [IOTEL, WASHINGTOX, FATED IV THE NEW YOMR TINE 2

* How did the Battle of Bull Run affect Washington?

ken railroad line to reach Washington. Crowds cheered as th

troops marched up Pennsylvania Avenue from the White HOUS]
to the U.S. Capitol. Soon other northern troops followed, and nor
mal life returned to Washington’s homes and businesses. Commu-

nication between the capital and the north was restored.

The First Bloodshed

Activity in Washington during the war years followed the foF

tunes of the Union Army of the Potomac. Sometimes the city wa
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?ﬁlled with marching troops on their way to the battlefields. At
~other times, the capital received the military’s sick, dead, and
‘wounded.

- The first hero to die in combat belonged to the Fire Zouaves of
New York, a colorful fighting unit. In May, after Virginia voters rat-
ifled the state’s secession law, Union military chiefs were deter-
mined to take possession of Alexandria. Colonel Elmer Ellsworth,
leader of the Fire Zouaves, took his unit into Alexandria under

%.cover of night. As daylight arrived, Ellsworth discovered a Confed-

'Tt_Erate flag flying from the roof of the Marshall House, an inn.
E;Ellsworth quickly climbed up to the building’s roof and tore down

the flag. As he returned from his mission, he was surprised and

the

1se

30t to death by the innkeeper. His death caused a sensation in
or- ‘Washington. Ellsworth had been greatly loved by his men. Even
‘resident Lincoln took a personal interest in this dynamic young

der. His funeral at the White House drew immense crowds of

Would be a quick Union victory in the war. People were impatient

i.. end the long period of military inactivity and engage the enemy.

Union troops on their way to Manassas, Virginia,
pass the Stone Church at Centreville.

e Find Manassas on a map of Virginia. How far is it
Sfrom Washington?
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President Lincoln felt the public pressure and urged his gene
forward. In July 1861, the first major battle of the war took p]
in Manassas, Virginia, only a short distance from Washington.

ple in Washington were excited to see Union troops marck

toward Confederate lines in Virginia. Vehicles and horses w

i:_,; pressed into services to take soldiers to the front. Civilians, scc
Potc ing the city to find carriages and horses that remained, follosy
:;; the army to see firsthand what promised to be the first great Ur
trict victory. Thousands of Washingtonians, armed with picnic lunc
thre. set off for a hill overlooking the battlefield to spend a sociable S
i day.

l_ / ' At first the battle seemed to go well. President Lincoln recei
telegraph messages that the Union forces were moving ahead.

; Confederate troops seemed to be in retreat as they fell back fi

‘ Fairfax to a small stream called Bull Run near Manassas Junct
Wwith 30,000 troops, the Union forces outnumbered the Confe:

ates’ 24,000 men. For a time the battle seemed to be at a stand:

Adi General Thomas J. Jackson, a former professor of mathematic
duriy Virginia Military Institute, inspired the Confederates to stand

“a stone wall” until help arrived. This earned him the nickn:
“Stonewall” Jackson. His effort held back the Union troops u
9,000 more Confederate troops entered the battle and turned
tide.

To everyone’s surprise, the Union forces began to retreat. By
tic messages came to federal officials from the battlefields as Ur
troops were driven back through Fairfax, many of them runt
from the enemy, abandoning animals, vehicles, and weap
Washington'’s people learned of the defeat from civilian specta
who dashed back to the city with terrible tales of the army’s

: ure. Some of the spectators, including Congressman Alfred El

New York State, were trapped behind Confederate lines and «

/ * tured. The Union army lost almost 3,000 men at Bull Run

many wounded men poured into Washington after the battle

there were not enough hospital beds for them. Citizens aw

Monday morning to find wounded men lying on cots in the str

W in front of their homes. The Union loss at Bull Run discouré
hopes for a quick victory in the war.

About a month later the capital learned one of the reason!

the Union tragedy at Bull Run. Authorities arrested a Confede

spy, Mrs. Rose Greenhow, after discovering that she had trans

ted details of the federal battle plans to Confederate generals-

———_
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ils 2. Washington in Wartime

b " The City and the Army

% : After hopes for a short war dissolved, President Lincoln called
e . for 500,000 men to volunteer for three years of service. In the late
e 3

summer of 1861, some 50,000 of these men were in the Washing-

3 ton area to serve in the Army of the Potomac under the leadership

- of General George B. McClellan. McClellan, who was aristocratic
3 ‘ in bearing, strict, and attentive to detail, became Washington’s new
Y ~ hero.
3 The new recruits had to be housed and fed. They had to be kept
- supplied and armed, trained and drilled. They had to be kept
'3 healthy. For the war’s duration, the armed forces had a visible
g impact on the capital’s physical growth.
°3 At first, before barracks were built for them, soldiers were quar-
o tered in the U.S. Capitol, the Treasury and Patent Office buildings,
X ~ the Navy Yard, the city hall, and several private structures. The
il ~ Capitol grounds served as a popular parade area for troops. By late
e “summer, barracks had been hastily erected outside the city limits
ik Lm Washington County and across the Potomac at Arlington. Even
E élwi'r.h most camps in the suburbs, army activities kept the war effort
n;i] visible in central Washington. On the Mall, the area around the
the

unfinished Washington Monument was transformed into a great
cattle yard. Ships lanlded cattle at the 7th Street wharves; they
fvere driven through the streets to the monument grounds and
laughtered there. Army butchers cut up and dressed the beef for
distribution to camps in the suburbs. The odors of thousands of
mi ing cattle combined with those of the slaughterhouse must
have given central Washington a pungent aroma.

- Also on the Mall were horse stables to serve mounted troops,
with nearby sheds for hay and grain. Troops slept and drilled on
_e Mall, near the messes of officers and men and the bunkhouses
f"! civilian laborers. Not far away, Foggy Bottom was crowded with
Wagon sheds, corrals for 3,000 horses and mules, and extensive
barracks. One military activity on the Mall was especially interest-
"_8 1o Washingtonians: flying army hot-air balloons. Thaddeus
Lowe, inventor of a gas generator for filling balloons, had been
inted chief of the army Balloon Corps. On the Mall, his corps
fimented with balloons used by the Union to observe the
€my from the air.

The military demand for space seemed unending. Montgomery

e How would the capital be defended?

[}
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C. Meigs, the builder of the capital’s new water-supﬁly system, wag
quartermaster general of the army and took over the Corcorag
Gallery of Art (now the Renwick Gallery) as his headquarters,
Nearby he set up the army clothing depot. Across the Anacostig
River, where Bolling Air Force Base is today, the cavalry depgg
shipped more than 20,000 tons of hay and grain each month tg!
the Army of the Potomac. The government built new facilities a
the 7th Street wharves to handle greatly increased shipping.

Of all military institutions in wartime Washington, the most

conspicuous were hospitals. Mostly these were clusters of white
wooden buildings and tents. From time to time, in emergencies,
private buildings were converted into wards for the wounded ang
sick. Union Hospital, formerly the Union Hotel, was one of thesg
the Georgetown Female Seminary was another. Three churchesin
Georgetown served as hospitals. More typical of government hos-
pitals was Armory Square Hospital on the Mall. In addition tg
wards for the sick and wounded, the hospital had a kitchen, a din-
ing hall, a house to receive the dead, a meat and ice house, a small
church, and housing for the chaplain and nurses. The flimsy wood-
en buildings covered several acres below the Capitol.

In addition to the impact of camps, hospitals, and other facili
ties, the vast militarylpreéence in the capital changed the city$
atmosphere. Streets were more crowded than ever before and con
stant activity largely replaced the slow ways of Washington in for

mer times. Louisa May Alcott, the author of Little Women, spenk

some time as a nurse in Washington in 1862. She described the
street life:

Long trains of army wagons kept up a perpetual rumble from mo ing
until night. Ambulances rattled to and fro with busy surgeons, nurses ta
ing an airing or convalescents going in parties to be fitted for artifici
limbs. Strings of sorry looking horses passed. Often a cart came by ca 5
ing several rough coffins and no mourners following; barouches with
invalid officers rolled around the corner and carriage loads of pretty il
dren with black coachmen, footmen and maids. . . .

Defending the Capital

From the time of the first war crisis in April 1861, Washing®
nians were terrified of one thing above all others: invasion. Thel
fear influenced decisions about strategy and the use of troof

Whenever the Army of the Potomac began to move against ¥

enemy, a portion of the Union forces remained near the capital
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b An extensive system of forts ringed the nation’s capital
to protect it from invasion by the Confederate forces.
N e Do you live near any of these old forts? Do you go to
school near any of them?
@ Ft. Washington ® Can you see any evidence of the fort in your home or
i3 school neighborhood?

Move, but to members of Congress and the cabinet, keeping Wash-
80

#igton out of enemy control was the war’s primary aim.
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Barnard, a career army engineer. Work began immediately, usi
army recruits and hired laborers as construction gangs. The f¢
builders simply took over land they wanted, paying no attenti
to private owners who lost fields, orchards, barns, even houses a)
churches. The terrain, the need for protection of key points, a
existing roads leading into the city dictated placement of the for

In general, the best locations were high points where artillery gu

and sharpshooters could look down on any invaders.

i The work, heavy construction done by hand, was brutally ha;
In some instances, the crews built military roads between the for
Besides fortifications, the army stationed guards at all roads a
bridges leading into Washington.

The ring of forts stretched through the outer heights of the D
trict of Columbia and into Virginia, with positions in Alexandr,
Arlington, and Fairfax. Today there are remnants of many old fo)
maintained as parks by the National Capital Park System. Son
sites are Fort Reno, Fort Stevens, Fort Lincoln, and Fort Dupor
Though these green parks of today looked quite different duri

the Civil War, they remind us of those anxious years.

Daily Life Under Pressure

! ’ The presence of thousands of soldiers and officers, civiiianwj
J: ' ' workers, and war contractors added new pressures to daily life-i
the capital. Many of the newcomers, with money to spend, fI
quented the city’s bars and gambling houses. Wartime Washm
ton had about 100 gambling houses where games of faro, ken
! and poker were popular, even though public gambling for moni
was illegal. The best places had servants who kept the guests hapl

: with free food and drinks while they played games of chance. Ol’“%
located over a drugstore near the Willard Hotel, had such a pron

nent trade that it was known as “the Congressional faro bank.”
Bars were popular meeting places. During the war, despite t
army'’s effort to control drunkenness, many bars opened to Pk
vide entertainment for idle troops. There were fashionable sal0o
such as Tim Sullivan’s on Rum Row. Most of the estimated 2,0
bars were hidden away in shanties in such areas as Hell’s Boft0
This section, in the area of Q and T Streets between 9th and 10
in the city’s Northwest section, was said to be one of the wors
town. Its seedy bars were filled with gamblers and criminals. ﬁ

i a young soldier on a visit to Hell’s Bottom soon fopnd his pay

N

ing.

R
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i hese advertisements from city directories demonstrate that Bxuggiﬁt and ﬁpo ﬂ]er ary,
! even though the city may have seemed like an armed ' Cor. of Pennsylvania Avenue and gixm Street,
life still went on. Phy bl ol b ll:l?u,dnrnnlﬂi.

~ Aneed to relieve the pressures of war and overcrowding inten-
lied the pace of social life. People worked and played, visited, and
_'ent to church, as they had for years. Boys sold newspapers on
the street corners, shouting out the latest headlines. For shoeshine
s, business was better than ever as muddy soldiers” boots were
dded to the shoes of their regular customers. People held even
Hiore parties and dances and went to the theater. President Lin-
€oln, as the war went on, took increasing pleasure in attending
Performances at Leonard Grover's (sometimes called the National)
eater or at John Ford’s Theater. These playhouses had opened
ing the war and were popular places where an evening’s enter-
iment could be had for 25 cents.

FPrivate entertainment flourished. The war seemed to encour-
lavish, expensive parties held in grand style. The height of

WVashington's social season had always taken place while Congress



156 UNIT 11

FROM CIVIL WAR TOWN TO MODERN CITY

THE MEMOIR OF J. HOLDSWORTH GORDON

J. Holdsworth Gordon was a youngster in George-
town during the Civil War. His reminiscences give us
a clue as to what life was like in Washington at that
time. In this passage, he remembers what he did for
amusement.

Another of our neighbors was Mr. Edgar Patterson.
Mr. Patterson was an old bachelor and a great fisher-
man. He, Mr. Thompson and Mr. Lowndes, two other
of our prominent citizens, owned a boat and would
frequently go up the Potomac fishing. Occasionally
Mr. Patterson would invite me to go with the party. It
was the greatest delight to me. I would “sit as quiet as
a mouse” in the bow of the boat while they would let
the lines drop into the water. We would roww almost to
the Chain Bridge, and the favorite place was “The Par-
lor” as it was called, a sort of place carved out of the
banks. The river at that time was well supplied with
fish: rock, perch, and particularly immense eels. I
remember also that there were many “bald- headed”
eagles on the Virginia shores. At times our party would
catch a large eel, and I have often watched with the
greatest excitement as it would wriggle and twist, tan-
gling the lines terribly—but not always. All the gen-
tlemen of the party were “users of the weed,” as tobac-
co chewers were then designated. As long as the eel

was in the water it would remain straightened out to;_
its full length, and only when hauled out of its native |
element, would the twisting begin. Knowing this, Ou.r-"
wise fisherman would slowly pull the captive to the-;
top of the water, and when the head of the flsh
appeared at the surface, into his mouth, as swift and
straight as an arrow from the bow, would fly a mouth-
ful of tobacco juice. It was wonderful to see how swift-
ly the eel stopped his contortions and became flrs':'
limp, and then stiff as though filled with molten lead. ]
After that it was an easy matter to release the hoo _'
from its mouth and throw it over board. I have often n
seen an eagle dip down and seize a floating eel an
carry it off to its eyrie in the lofty trees on the hill topé
An eagle now sailing through the air would exc1t
comment; in those days they were Very numerous.

We used to have grand times sledding down the
hills on Congress Street, now 31st. The young boy
and girls would gather in large numbers in the after-
noon, when school was over, and slide clear from the
top of the hill to Bridge (now “M") Street. There wer
but few vehicles in those days and the danger was no
great. I remember that the Bodisco boys, sons of on
of the attachés of the Russian Legation, who lived in
Georgetown, had a sled brought from their own cou
try—a long iron affair that sped like the breezes.

o After reading his story, write about your childhood
for a historian to read years from now. You might also
interview an older relative about what he or she did

was in session. Now Congress met continuously and entertainme
for amusement.

was year-round. A government official wrote in 1864: “Gayety I
become an epidemic in Washington this winter, as gloom was Jasl
winter. There is a lull in political discussions; and people at
inclined to eat, drink, and be merry.” Luxurious dinners at he

mansions of wealthy residents included such delicacies as 108%

local orchestras.
In the fall of 1863, fashionable Washingtonians added t0 thel

list a new entertainment. On the afternoon when the Nation®
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Race-Course opened, near the insane asylum across the Anacostia
River, crowds packed the stands. They had come to watch and
wager, as three horses competed in harness races for the great prize
of $1,000. After the races, traffic jams of horse-drawn carriages
stretched over the Navy Yard bridge and into southeast Washing-
ton.

Many people in the capital found momentary relief from wor-
ries about the war by going to the circus. One showman, Thad-
deus J. Barton, brought his circus from New York to Washington.
He received permission from the mayor to erect a building across
from the Center Market at 7th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue.
When P. T. Barnum brought his circus to town, everyone wanted
to see the world’s smallest performers, the midgets Commodore
Nutt and Tom Thumb, who was less than 40 inches tall. Tom
Thumb and his tiny wife were received by President Lincoln at the
White House.

For working people, the pressures of wartime demanded longer
hours and harder labor. Visiting neighbors on Sunday afternoon
was a favorite and inexpensive pastime. Daily shopping at Center
Market or local grocery stores and markets provided housewives
with an opportunity to socialize. Women gathered around the cart-
men who peddled produce and fish from horse-drawn wagons.

Men had their social centers in saloons and barber shops.

3. War Changes the City
Population Growth and Change
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One of the most obvious changes brought by war was the capi-
tal's population growth. At the war’s height, in 1864, the city pop-
ulation was estimated at 140,000, more than double the people
Counted in the 1860 census. Some observers judged the maximum
Wartime population to be substantially higher than even this esti-
‘Mate.

- Not only did the population grow, but also it changed in char-

l’ners, while it attracted a vigorous new group from the North.
H€s¢ new people included government employees who were
L FCdEd to fill the many new posts and bureaus created by the war
elfort. Other northern newcomers were medical personnel—both

I
UCtors and nurses—who came on missions of mercy to aid the

acter. Before the war, the capital’s people had been principally  How did the population of Washington change as a
Southern in origin. The war itself drove off several thousand south- result of the war?
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« What hardships did Washingtonians suffer because of
the war?

thousands of sick and wounded who filled the capital’s hospitals,
Female nurses under the supervision of Miss Dorothea Dix of
Massachusetts came to Washington as volunteers. Until this time,
women had not been thought suited for the severe conditions :
military hospitals. Another group of northerners managed the
United States Sanitary Commission in the capital. '

Thousands of other northern people came to the capital for
more selfish reasons. Some, called “sutlers,” set up wagons near
the army camps to sell food and other items tlo the troops. Oth‘.
entrepreneurs came to obtain government contracts for provisions,

clothmg, and equipment with which to fight the war. Landing goy-

_ernment contracts could mean great profits to suppliers. Staymg.

local hotels, socializing with congressmen and officials of the
administration, war contractors worked hard and spent freelytq
obtain business.

During the war, the Western Union telegraph office moved into
a four-story brick building with a long wooden porch on the cor
ner of Pennsylvania Avenue and 14th Street. This section of ‘E
Street became known as “Newspaper Row,” with “Rum Row
nearby. One young man who frequented Newspaper Row du _;'u;
this time was Samuel L. Clemens, who wrote stories under thi
name of Mark Twain.

The majority of northerners attracted to Washington dunng'

* war stayed only temporarily. Some stayed on after the war, hoy

ever, giving the city a more northern, more national character.
A very different group of wartime newcomers consiste’
refugees from the southern states. African-Americans escapill
from slavery made up the greatest number of these refugees.
the spring of 1863, about 10, 000 of these desperately poor form
field hands had come to Washington. As the Union army penetté
ed deeper into Virginia, slaves simply walked away from i
owners. In effect, they emancipated themselves. By 1865, as ma
as 40,000 black people had migrated into the capital, creatif
whole new set of problems for Washington'’s black communi a
for the city as a whole. They also created a new set of oppo tur

ties.

New Services for the People

An unforeseen effect of the Civil War in Washington

modernization of the city services—police and fire prote
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“Newspaper Row,” looking
up the east side of 14th
Street from Pennsylvania
Avenue toward F Street, NW.
During the war, the nation
was hungry for news from
the front. More than 25
journalists settled in Wash-
ington to gather news of the
war and transmit it to their
readers back home. By 1865,
various news bureaus and
correspondents had centered
here.

» What building now stands
on the southeast corner of
14th and F Streets, NW?

tion, and maintenance of streets and public facilities. Inadequate
r_an overgrown town of 60,000 people, these services failed com-
i?' etely for more than twice that population during the war. As a
W arume necessity, reform of city services began.

To face the threat of crime and disorder, Congress in 1861 cre-
d a metropolitan police force under federal control. With
thority over the whole District of Columbia, the new force could
now number up to 150 patrolmen. In 1862 members of the force
Te given power to make sanitary inspections. Despite its much
ater efficiency, the metropolitan police force could not begin to
€ with the disorder in the city. Several thousand soldiers on
guard duty were essential to keeping the peace.

?Ylajor fires revealed the inadequacy of volunteer fire companies
for controlling the menace of conflagration. This recognition led
ty council in 1864 to provide for a salaried fire chief and fire-
fiters, with modern equipment purchased by the city.

“vents in 1861 illustrated how poorly the capital was equipped
0 health-care facilities. Shortly after hostilities began, the gov-
€Nt took over the Washington Infirmary for a military hospi-
Ihce 1844, this building at Judiciary Square had been the city’s
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only real hospital. A group of capital physicians then secured h
from the Sisters of Mercy, a Catholic order of nuns, who est.
lished Providence Hospital. In June 1861, the new hospital oper
in a large mansion at 2nd and D Streets, SE, on Capitol Hill. D
ing the war, Providence was the only civilian hospital in the ¢
For many years it received federal funds to care for needy peo
and government workers. Besides an ineffective program
smallpox vaccinations, little more was done to fill the capital’s p
lic health needs.

One serious problem in the city was solved with completior
the aqueduct and water supply system by the Army Corps of E
neers in 1863. Shortages of labor and materials had delayed ¢
struction, but by 1864, 10,000 gallons of fresh Potomac Ri
water were available each day in Washington. Although a g1
asset to health and fire protection, the new water system did li
to help sanitary conditions in the capital. When the war beg
there were few sewers, and people still threw trash and garb
into the streets, alleys, or vacant lots. The army began haul
away. its abundant wastes, including carcasses of dead horses
1863. During the same year, the first municipal garbage carts w
used to collect the accumulated filth in the streets and alleys. M
ertheless, basic sanitation would be impossible until sewers cc
be laid.

Public transportation made great strides during the war. In 1
the city’s old omnibus lines still ran between Georgetown and
Navy Yard and through the business sections. Street railways v
thought to be unsuited to the sprawling city. However, a grou
Philadelphia speculators used its influence in Congress to cha
the Washington and Georgetown Railway in 1862. The hors
line between the Navy Yard and Georgetown opened in Oct¢
1862, and the 7th and 14th Street lines were finished a mc
later. Local investors built the Metropolitan Railroad along F St
in 1864. Another improvement in transportation was comple
of a steam railroad across the Long Bridge to Alexandria. Bui
the army, this line was the first direct rail connection betw
Washington and the south.

In 1862, responding to the clear inadequacy of Washingt

public schools, Congress passed a law requiring three montk

schooling each year for all ghildren between the ages of si¥
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rteen. The city council raised the school tax and created a build-
ing fund. In 1864, monies from this fund were used to build the
‘rst large new schoolhouse in the city’s history, the Wallach
ehool, on Capitol Hill. Unfortunately, it made only a slight impact
on the needs of thousands of children for classroom spaces. It was
r: white children only.

The problem of maintenance for streets, sidewalks, and public
ces grew during the war years, As usual, the municipal govern-
i -nt had totally inadequate funds to grade or pave heavily trav-
184 streets. The multiplied traffic of thousands of horses, heavy
Y icles, and marching troops tore the streets into muddy marsh-
&stand rutted dustbowls. In 1864 Congress authorized sharing of
Rosts for some street maintenance between federal and city author-

lties'but once again provided no funds for the federal share.

Siress and Strain

he Civil War years produced added stress for the people of
llington. One source of strain was overcrowded housing. Lit-
ille _EW building could take place, yet thousands of new residents
eﬁd places to live. People doubled up, householders rented
OIS, and hotels filled to overflowing. Working people and desti-
fefugees set up tents, built shanties, or moved into places not
Rednt for habitation.

_°Ilg with other wartime hardships, Washington’s people suf-
Rt the effects of inflation. Between 1860 and 1866, it was esti-

. I

The arch of twin pipes pictured here was completed
in 1863 as the Washington Aqueduct. The fresh water
it carried played an important role in improving
health and fire protection in the overcrowded city.
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i | : Female clerks coming out of the Treasury
i Building at 4:00 P.M. on a wet day

| mated that prices for eleven necessities increased by an average of
ul | 131 percent. Salaries of government clerks, set before the war,
-3 ‘ remained stationary. One estimate indicated that the average
!| o salary of a Treasury clerk, officially $1,200 per year, actually was
i only about $837 after taxes and the reduced value of the dollar

One group of government employees sponsored an effort to com-
] mute to work from Baltimore. This group estimated that basic liv-
i ‘ ing costs for a family of five in Washington came to $1,333, cofn-
pared to $940 per year in Baltimore. Labor strikes for higher wages
occurred at the Treasury, the Government Printing Office, and:on
! ‘E; the street railway system. Local government employees on fied
‘8 salaries, such as teachers and policemen, also suffered greatly 0
‘ _— the inflation. Skilled workers in short supply, however, did ¢
well, with wages as high as $3.50 per day.

i Yard they made cartridges. Some 600 “Treasury girls” wo
i Y
ff chiefly in the currency department at cutting up sheets of p

in the inflated Washington economy. Though they gained 1§

j opportunities to work, women did not enjoy salaries equal to thag
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of men for doing similar jobs. Some women went on strike, unsuc-
cessfully, for higher wages. At the war’s end, most female govern-
ment employees lost their jobs or were replaced by men.

The effects of the Civil War in the capital were many and var-
ied. Some were trivial; some were important but temporary; some
were complex. Some changes forecast other changes to come. The
growth in the federal work force and expansion of municipal ser-

vices were evidence of new trends that would affect the capital’s

future.

FOR REVIEW ;
1. Identify the following people and relate each
of them to Washington, D.C., during the Civil War:

Abraham Lincoln George B. McClellan
Robert E. Lee Dorothea Dix

Rose O'Neal Greenhow Samuel L. Clemens
Elmer Ellsworth

2. Write one or two sentences explaining how
each of these terms relates to Washington, D.C., dur-
ing the Civil War period:

“secesh” fortifications

loyalty oath inflation

Battle of Bull Run

3. How did Washington change during the Civil
War? Write a paragraph answer in which you discuss
changes in the size and physical condition of the city,
the size and makeup of population, and the various
attitudes of the people living in the city.

4. Make a list of problems that developed in the
nation’s capital as a result of the Civil War.

5. What problems first existed in terms of defend-
ing the nation’s capital? How were those problems
resolved?

BE CREATIVE

Pretend that you are living in Washington during
the Civil War; write a letter to a friend in another city
describing Washington. Include in your description
family life, freedmen, soldiers, defenses, the state of
city services, job opportunities, attitudes of Washing-
tonians toward the war, and available entertainment.

OR

Draw pictures of scenes of Washington during
the war. lllustrate such topics as prominent people,
soldiers, Civil War forts, life in the war camps, types
of entertainment, and changes in the physical con-
dition of the city.




CHAPTER 7 THE CAPITAL AT WAR 163

of men for doing similar jobs. Some women went on strike, unsuc-
cessfully, for higher wages. At the war’s end, most female govern-
ment employees lost their jobs or were replaced by men.

The effects of the Civil War in the capital were many and var-
ied. Some were trivial; some were important but temporary; some
were complex. Some changes forecast other changes to come. The
growth in the federal work force and expansion of municipal ser-

vices were evidence of new trends that would affect the capital’s

future.

FOR REVIEW ;
1. Identify the following people and relate each
of them to Washington, D.C., during the Civil War:

Abraham Lincoln George B. McClellan
Robert E. Lee Dorothea Dix

Rose O'Neal Greenhow Samuel L. Clemens
Elmer Ellsworth

2. Write one or two sentences explaining how
each of these terms relates to Washington, D.C., dur-
ing the Civil War period:

“secesh” fortifications
loyalty oath inflation
Battle of Bull Run

3. How did Washington change during the Civil
War? Write a paragraph answer in which you discuss
changes in the size and physical condition of the city,
the size and makeup of population, and the various
attitudes of the people living in the city.

4. Make a list of problems that developed in the
nation’s capital as a result of the Civil War.

5. What problems first existed in terms of defend-
ing the nation’s capital? How were those problems
resolved?

BE CREATIVE

Pretend that you are living in Washington during
the Civil War; write a letter to a friend in another city
describing Washington. Include in your description
family life, freedmen, soldiers, defenses, the state of
city services, job opportunities, attitudes of Washing-
tonians toward the war, and available entertainment.

OR

Draw pictures of scenes of Washington during
the war. lllustrate such topics as prominent people,
soldiers, Civil War forts, life in the war camps, types
of entertainment, and changes in the physical con-
dition of the city.




